What is RCIA?

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops describes the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) as a process in
which participants "undergo...conversion as they study the Gospel, profess faith in Jesus and the Catholic Church,
and receive the sacraments...The RCIA process follows the ancient practice of the Church and was restored by the
Second Vatican Council as the normal way adults prepare for baptism."

Likewise, the language used in the RCIA process is that of the early Church for-
mation programs. Catechurmens are those people who are seeking full initiation
into the Catholic Church through all of the Sacraments of Initiation — Baptism, Eu-
charist and Confirmation. Candlidates are people who have been baptized in a
Christian tradition but are seeking initiation into the Catholic Church through Eucha-
rist and Confirmation.

All are Welcomel

RCIA is a process of study, exploration, faith-sharing, and faith formation with spe-
cific liturgical rites for seekers and inquirers. Seekers and inquirers are non-baptized adults who desire to be fully
initiated into the Roman Catholic Church and/or baptized adult Christians who desire full communion in the Roman
Catholic Church.

Adults or older children who have not been baptized and desire to join the Church are invited into the ancient cele-
bration of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. During the RCIA, which is marked by regular ritual acts, partici-
pants are introduced to the liturgy, the teachings, and the life of the Catholic Church.

(Adults or older children who were baptized in another Christian denomination prepare in a similar way for the sac-
raments of Confirmation and the Eucharist during their reception into the Catholic Church.)

RCIA is a Journey
The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults is a process that proceeds over weeks, months, and possibly years. It has
several steps:

Pre-Catechumenate

This is the earliest phase in the process; it is also known as the Period of Inquiry. Catechumens and Candi-
dates explore the possibility that Christ is calling them into the Church through the movement of the Holy
Spirit. This is a time for spiritual seeking and reflection.

Rite of Initiation
The first Rite in the RCIA process, the Rite of Initiation accepts new members into the worshipping commu-

nity.

Catechumenate

The Catechumenate is a time of learning and formation in the traditions and doctrine of the Catholic Church.
This is a time for sharing stories, reading Scripture, and studying the Church's traditions and doctrine. There
are several liturgical rituals that the catechumens participate in during the season of Lent.



Rite of Election
Catechumens and Candidates are chosen to be received by the bishop and the community. The elect
will receive the Sacraments of Initiation at Easter.

Sacraments of Initiation

At the Easter Vigil (Holy Saturday), all newly elected members who have been journeying through the RCIA
process are welcomed formally into the faith community through the Sacraments of Initiation — Baptism, Eu-
charist and Confirmation.

Mystagogy

This is a time of reflection and celebration after reception of the sacraments of the Catholic Church. Mys-
tagogia means “leading into the mystery” and it is a time to explore the deep mystery of our faith and even-
tually go forth to help build the reign of God on Earth as new members of the faithful.

RCIA Team
People journeying through the RCIA process need sponsors and community support to help them grow in faith. The

RCIA team of sponsors help guide, support, and instruct those discerning whether to become members of our Catho-
lic community. Team members share their faith with inquiring adults who are journeying toward the reception of the
sacraments.

If you believe that God may be calling you to enter the Catholic Church, please call our RCIA coordina-
tor, Deacon Bob O'Connaor:

570-620-6814

gpdeacon@ptd.net

Or, if you would simply like to talk with one of our priests about your faith journey, please call:
610 681-6137

Click here for our RCIA Application!

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults, or RCIA, is a communal process for formal initiation of new
members into the Catholic Church.

The RCIA has recovered ancient Christian methods of forming and preparing men and women to receive
the Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist.
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Our Lady Queen of Peace
Adult Inquirer Information Form

Information on this form is held in confidence and is not shared without your permission.

Today's Date:

Name: First: Middle: ' Last:
Maiden Name(if applicable):
Date of Birth: Age:
Place of Birth:

(include locality (town, city, county, etc.), region(state, province, territory, etc.), and country)
Name of Father:
Name of Mother:

Full Mailing Address:

Phone:(Daytime) (Evening/Weekend)
Cell Phone: Occupation:
Email: (Home) (Other)

1."What, if any, is your present religious afflication?

2. Have you ever been baptized? [ Yes O No O Iam not sure

If you answered yes to Question 2, please provide the following information:

(a) In what denomination were you baptized?

(b) Date or your approximate age when you were baptized:

(c) Baptismal name(if different from current name):

(d) Place of Baptism(name of church/denomination):

(e) Address, if known:

(f) Location, if known:

3. If you were baptized as a Catholic, check those sacraments you have already received:

[0 Penance(Confession) L0 Eucharist (First Communion) [ Confirmation



Check the appropiate statement(s) below and provide any information requested beneath each statement.

[0 1.Ihave never been married.

[0 2.1am engaged to be married.
(a) Your Fiance(e)'s Name:

(b)Your Fiance(e)'s Current Religious Afflication(if any):

(c) Foryou: [ This is my first marriage. [0  Ihave been married before.

(d) For your Fiance(e): I This is his/her first marriage. [0 My Fiance(e) has been rnarried before.

O 3.1 am married.

(a) Your Spouse's Name:

(b) Your Spouse's Current Religious Afflication(if any):

(¢) For You: [1  This is my first marriage. [1 Y have been married before.

(d) For Your Spouse: [0 This is my spouse's first marriage. [l My Spouse has been married before.

(e) Date of Marriage:

(f) Place of Marriage:

(g) Officiating Authority of Marriage:

(civil government, non-Christian minister, Catholzc Clerzc)

O 4.Tam marrled but separated from my spouse.

[0 5.Yam divorced and have not remarried.

[l 6.1am a widow/widower and have not remarried since my spouse‘s death.
; —a an—uun

List the name(s) of any children or other dependents (e 2 Daughter——Jane, Stepson——Jolm)

Relationship: Name: Age:
Relationship: Name: Age:
Relationship: Name: Age:
Relationship: Name: Age:

Relationship: Name: Age:




1. What or who has led you to want to know more about the Catholic Faith?

2. Please describe the amounts and types of religion studies in which you have had an opportunity to take part, as
a child and as an adult.

3. What contact have you had with the Catholic Church to date?

4. What are some of the questions or concerns you have about the Catholic Church?

5. At this point in time, which of the following statements best describes your present feelings and thoughts about the
possibility of joining the Catholic Church? (Please Circle One)

A. I need much more information about the Catholic Church before I would consider joining,
B.1am considering joining, but I am still unsure about it. 7
C. I am fairly sure that I would like to join, but still need some time to study and pray about it.

D. I am fairly sure that I want to Jjoin the Catholic Church.



